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FIELD SEASON UPDATE

“Primarily, the BPT Fisheries Program seeks to protect, restore and
enhance native fish species assemblages in the Malheur Riverwithan
emphasis on ESA-listed Bull Trout as afocal species.”

-BPT Annual Reports




Summer
2024

This season, BPT Fisheries continued
working for the conservation and
recovery of Malheur River Native Fish.

This hasincluded:
e Continuing toremove invasive
Brook Trout from the Upper
Malheur

e Working torecover Malheur River
Agai

e Habitat mapping and eDNA
sampling inupper Lake Creek

¢ Monitoring the Pakwe of Summit

Creek
Chiselmouth are a small, native pakwe
¢ Assisting agency partnerson that use their ‘chisel -like -mouth’ to
multiple other projectsin the scrape algae off of rocks. This guy was
Malheur Basin measured, weighed and released back

into Beulah Reservoir.
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BPTREMOVED OVER 500 BROOK TROUT
FROM LAKE CREEK THIS YEAR

2., of the Upper Malheur and can be |
identified by their clear fins.
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The Malheur River Agai Cermonial Flshery

* surveysin ®
Logan Valley

The fishery-

The 2024 Chinook Fishery occurred
on June 21st. 200 Agai arrived in
the afternoon and just over half of

those fish were caught during the
event.

Did you report your 2024
catch?
It's not too late!

Call and leave your name and total
# fish: (541) 573-8018
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After the event—

BPT Fisheries walks up the river from the
release site every fall to see if the Chinook are
spawning and track any remaining adults.

During these surveys, BPT saw signs that
pabetse, kwena'a, and patsoogoo (weasel,
eagle, and otter) were feasting on the
remaining agai.

BPT continues to work with USRTF and
partner agencies on the shared goal of
Salmon reintroduction into the Malheur.



The 1st Annual Salmon Homecoming Event

| The 2024 Upper Snake Rlver \‘
Salmon Homecoming event took
place during the last week of

8] Salmon Homecoming was an
{ intertribal gathering in Hells
Canyon. Attendees gathered for
8 traditional prayers and offerings
for the Agai at the face of the dam
that blocks the journey back to
their homewaters.

: We are working to
The event was timed to fjf Makethisanannual e
greet the first Malheur even the USRTE St
River Agai as they came © orymap |
to the end of their | Comegreetthefishin T ————
| journey at Hells Canyon 2025 1 /projects/ :

Loss of Salmon and Steelhead in
the Upper Snake River Basin:

the Federal Government and a Power

BPT Fisheries is currently waiting for the S-EIS regarding the relicensing of the Hells Canyon Complex
and future for Upper Snake River Anadromous Fish to be released for comments this fall.



Monitoring Upper Lake Creek
s - s

BPT Fisheries spent time in upper Lake Creek mapping the many tributary springs,
measuring their flow, and taking eDNA samples to see if Brook Trout occur in these small
springs vs. sticking close to the main stream. The Fisheries Program follows a strict eDNA
protocol (published in the scientific journal, Biological Invasions in 2019). The crew uses a
small drill to pump stream water (and any fish DNA that might be in it) through a small
filter. The filters are then sent to a research lab the will send us the results.

Monitoring Fish Populations in Summit Creek
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Since 2020, BPT Fisheries has monitored fish populations in Summit Creek (an Upper
Malheur Tributary). Fish are counted, measured, weighed, and then all fish are returned
back to the creek. BPT monitors these sites to provide data for a US Forest Service

Restoration Project. 2023 data show that Summit Creek provides habitat to 7 species of
fish (including the invasive Brook Trout).



Fisheries worked with many different partners this season

Monitoring fish in
| Logan Valley with YOP
R help |

Sampling fish in
Beulah Reservoir =
= With BOR

.

Testi for fish
pathogens with
OSU and ODFW

¥ Surveying Bull &
' Trout redds with §

A A Sk
2024 Fish Technicians:
Sarah Fenton and Alexis First Raised

They faced endless logjams, angry hornets, stinging nettle, and steep hills
all to help recover Malheur River Fish!
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